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HONORS COLLEGE

Dean hopetuls to answer questions

Dean Carolyn Barros says
she will work this summer
to help with adjustments.

BY AMBER TAFOYA
The Shorthorn staff

Honors College Dean Carolyn
Barros has announced her retire-
ment, leaving the third open
dean position on campus this
year.

The dean search committee,

already formed, hopes to make a
recommendation to the provost
on up to three candidates within
10 days, according to its chair.

Students and faculty will
question the three top candi-
dates, all internal applicants, for
the position Friday afternoon
after each candidate makes a
presentation.

The candidates are David
Silva, Linguistics program direc-
tor and an associate professor;
Robert McMahon, Science asso-

ciate dean and biology professor;
and Victoria Farrar-Myers, polit-
ical science associate professor.
Dean search committee Chair
Peggy Swanson said she hopes
meeting with the candidates will
bring a new light to the search
through student input. This is
when the committee will gain
new information because its
members are already familiar
with each candidate’s goals and
strengths from earlier meetings.
“We are going to keep our

mouths shut,” Dr. Swanson said.
“I'm hoping there is going to be a
large student turnout”

Presentations will begin at
12:30 p.m. at 101 College Hall
and are open to all students and
faculty. Each candidate will have
30 minutes to present and 20
minutes for a question-and-an-
swer session.

Swanson said candidates must
be tenured associate professors or
tenured full professors here, and
the committee hopes to make its

recommendation to Provost
George Wright within 10 days.
The new dean will replace Dr.
Barros, who is retiring but said
she will work in the summer to
help the new dean adjust. Barros
was a Liberal Arts associate dean
for 13 years before becoming
Honors College director in 1995.
She became dean in 1999.
Kaushik De, Honors College
associate dean, said that while
the dean position is administra-
tive, it also comes with the re-

sponsibility to mentor students.
The dean of the Honors Col-
lege should be dedicated both to
learning through scholarly re-
search and leading through
teaching students, Barros said.
Dr. Silva earned his doctorate
and master’s degrees in linguis-
tics at Cornell University in 1992.
He has been nominated twice for
Outstanding Academic Adviser
and won the Gertrude Golladay
Award for Outstanding Teaching
HONORS continues on page 4

LIBERAL ARTS

Interim
dean notes
main goals

Richard Cole continues in his position
and works toward increased enroliment,
greater funds and improved promotion.

BY TIM BOSWELL
Contributor to The Shorthorn

Interim Liberal Arts Dean Richard Cole was pre-
pared to leave his position, but now he’s making
plans for the college’s growth and dealing with
budget cuts instead.

“Three or four weeks ago, I thought I'd be hand-
ing these things over to somebody else,” Dr. Cole
said. “Right now, T'll have the opportunity to watch
it develop, at least for a while longer”

Cole has been interim dean since June 2001 and
is also the Urban and Public Affairs dean. When
candidate Liahna Armstrong of Central Washing-
ton University rejected the po-
sition in March, Cole agreed to
continue as interim until a per-
manent dean is found.

“When there’s something he
wants, he tells us, but he lets us
run the department, which I
think is the way it should be;
said Art and Art History Chair
Andy Anderson. “I'm sure since
he’s interim dean he’s not trying

to do any long-term planning, .R',fh"."'dl %ole, I
but on the other hand, he’s get- g]r‘tGSrI(;zaln eg:ys
ting alot of good things goine. he wants to find

Cole has identified three
main goals for the college,
which are increased enroll-
ment, more funding and improved promotion for
the college in the community. Enrollment in the col-
lege is up 10 percent from last year, he said, and he
wants to continue the increase while attracting top
students from nearby high schools.

COLE continues on page 5

more funding.

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

Classics club
reads ‘original
survivor story’

The Homerathon, featuring The Odyssey,
has people standing in the rain
to continue a 2,700 year old tradition.

BY JESSICA SMITH

Contributor to The Shorthorn

Spanish freshman Matt Good spent part of
Tuesday reading The Odyssey in the rain to con-
tinue a very old tradition — 2,700 years old to
be exact.

“This is the original survivor story;” said Laura
Cleveland, a 1998 classical studies alumna.

Cleveland and Good, along with about 60
other speakers, began reading the classic epic by
Homer during the UTA Classics Club’s annual
Homerathon. The recitation of The Odyssey
lasted from 7 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Tuesday.

The event is meant to introduce people to
Homer and the classics, Cleveland said. In past
years, people often stopped to listen or ask ques-
tions about the story, she said, but the bad

DEFENSE continues on page 4

STEP BY

STEP

Computer science engineering senior Wendell
Balous stands ready Wednesday afternoon in the
University Center as he and the Alpha Phi Alpha
fraternity step dance during their probate show to
let people know about their group. (Left) Fraternity
members step dance for a sizeable audience at the
show. For the story, see page 7.

PHOTOS BY BRANDON WADE

Planting the Future

The Earth Day event gives
information about recycling
and the environment.

BY JOSIE GARGIA
The Shorthorn staff

Students left the University
Center Rio Grande Ballroom
wearing temporary peace tattoos
and carrying plants Wednesday
afternoon.

About 200 people browsed
booths at the annual Earth Day
celebration sponsored here for
the fourth year by the Environ-
mental Health and Safety. Earth
Day was Tuesday but was ob-
served here a day later.

Activities were moved inside
due to rain, and organizers said
weather may have been responsi-
ble for low turnout. Becky Valen-
tich, the office’s recycling events
coordinator, said the event typi-
cally draws a crowd of about

1,000.

“It’s just too bad we got rained
out,” she said. “This is the first
time in four years we had to go
inside.”

But fewer attendees did not
keep Valentich and her col-
leagues from promoting recy-
cling, teaching reduced con-
sumption and other earth-
friendly daily habits. Valentich
said getting students to think
about the earth’s future is impor-
tant to the long-term develop-
ment of solutions to environ-
mental problems.

One solution, according to
representatives from the Trinity
River Authority, is to help pre-
vent drinking-water pollution by
avoiding damaging pesticides
and chemicals.

“Lay off the grass fertilizer or
any lawn treatments,” said An-
gela Kilpatrick, the authority’s
clean rivers program coordinator.

EARTH continues on page 7
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Finance senior Bobby Koshy inspects a Texas star hibiscus in the University
Center on Wednesday afternoon as biology graduate student Bryan Hummel
explains how to take care of the plant. The Phi Sigma Society of Biology sold
the plants as part of the Earth Day festivities on campus. Hummel grew all the
plants in the UTA greenhouse.
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Avoid Beijing, Toronto

TORONTO — Global health of-
ficials warned travelers Wednes-
day to avoid Bejjing and Toronto,
where they might get the SARS
virus and export it to new loca-
tions.

Toronto, the first location out-
side of Asia targeted in efforts to
contain the disease, braced itself
for greater financial damage as
Canadian officials angrily dis-
missed the advisory as an overre-
action.

Arafat 0Ks new
Palestinian cabinet

RAMALLAH, West Bank —
Yasser Arafat and his prime min-
ister-designate, Mahmoud Abbas,
ended their bitter standoff over
the composition of a new cabinet
on Wednesday, clearing the way
for a new Mideast peace initiative
backed by Washington.

The long-awaited “road map”
holds out the prospect of ending
31 months of Israeli-Palestinian
fighting and establishing a Pales-
tinian state. It also would respond
to pressure on the United States
by Arab and European countries
to promote Mideast peace at a
time when its troops occupy Irag.

Senate 0Ks virtual
charter schools

AUSTIN — The Texas Senate
on Wednesday approved a bill
that would allow universities and
colleges to operate “virtual char-
ter schools” using taxpayer
money to educate students at
home.

The approval on 27-3 vote,
came shortly after the Texas
House of Representatives reject-
ed a similar bill.

The Senate bill would cap the
number of students who can par-
ticipate to 2,000 and would allow
only two universities to set up
such a program.

The University of Texas al-
ready operates one virtual char-
ter school, Sen. Florence
Shapiro, R-Plano, said, so only
one additional university would
be eligible to establish such a
school.

The charter schools would re-
ceive about $4,700 per student of
taxpayer money to run the pro-
gram. The money would pay for
students to get a computer, print-
er and instructional materials.

The schools would provide
state-mandated curriculum that
would assess the students’ per-
formance regularly.

“Virtual schools are the com-
ing craze,” said Shapiro, chair-
woman of the Senate Education
Committee.

Apparently, the House did not
agree.

The 1560-member House voted
79-69 to table the bill, meaning it
cannot be brought back for re-
consideration. The House bill did
not cap the number of students
or the number of virtual charter
schools that could operate.

— The Associated Press

Campus’ top leaders given awards

Recipients, including both faculty
and students, get money, plaques
and scholarships at the event.

BY VAFA AKHTAR-KHAVARI
Contributor to The Shorthorn

Jane Pugh said she was humbled
and surprised to learn she had been
nominated for an Outstanding Acade-
mic Advisor award.

Pugh, an undergraduate academic
adviser in biology, said she felt the
award was not only from the commit-
tee who selected her but also students
themselves.

“It’s most meaningful to know that
the students do appreciate what you
do,” she said. “It’s not all me. It’s about
the students knowing what they want
to do and [me]] helping them get
there.”

Campus organizations, faculty and

students were among recipients of
awards and scholarships Tuesday
night at the University Center Blue-
bonnet Ballroom.

The ceremony was coordinated by
the Student Activities department, in
conjunction with various departments
on campus and award selection com-
mittees.

Susan English, a Student Activities
staff member, said it was great to be
able to recognize students and faculty
for their leadership contributions.

The committees, mostly composed
of faculty members, reviewed the
nominees in each category and award-
ed the winners.

Renda Hawkins, academic adviser
selection committee chair, presented
the awards for Outstanding Academic
Advisor.

“It was a very hard decision. Quite
a few qualified people were nominat-
ed,” she said. “Those who won were

most deserving of such an honor.”
Hawkins, who also is a counseling
specialist, said all recipients met a
high standard of service to the univer-
sity.

Recipients for the award are ex-
pected to demonstrate a personal in-
terest in students and take the time to
get acquainted with them.

Three winners were named in the
advising category, each of whom re-
ceived a plaque and $750. Four hon-
orable mentions were given $100
each.

The winners included Pugh, Steve
Quevedo in architecture and Rasika
Dias in chemistry.

Pugh said she was touched by the
award.

“This really meant a lot to me and
what I do,” Pugh said.

VAFA AKHTAR-KHAVARI
news-editor.shorthorn@uta.edu

UT SYSTEM

New UT professor-rating Web site debuts

BY JUSTIN LEFKOWSKI

Daily Texan (U. Texas-Austin)

(U-WIRE) AUSTIN, Texas - Pick-a-
Prof has some competition in
UTLife.com, afree service that allows UT-
Austin students to view the grade distri-
bution on past classes their potential pro-
fessors have taught.

UTLife.com received all of its facts
under the Freedom of Information Act,
just as the national Pick-a-Prof had.

“The Freedom of Information Act al-
lows anyone to retrieve documents from
professors’ classes that are not considered
private,” said Charles Wagner, one of the
the site’s founders.

While brainstorming last October,
Wagner, an undeclared liberal arts sopho-

more, and electrical engineering sopho-
more Matt Riley decided to create the site
that had all the benefits of Pick-a-Prof
without the hassle of paying a service fee.

“Small teams work better,” Wagner
said.

Since its launch last Wednesday, UT -
Life.com has received more than 140 ac-
tive members, which Wagner averaged
out to about one new member per hour.

Wagner said they plan to put in ad-
vertising on the site soon so it can make
money without having to charge cus-
tomers.

Feedback about the site is very impor-
tant to Wagner and Riley, and they said
they want as much input as they can get
from students.

As the system currently stands, students

can look at the statistics of all classes a pro-
fessor has taught. One student suggested
that the Web site offer a way to let students
choose the dates they want to view.

Some students said they intend to use
the free service.

“T used to use Pick-a-Prof until they
went corporate and started charging,” said
Manny Mendoza, a radio-television-film
Jjunior.

“T would use it,;” said journalism senior
Rachel Finney. “It beats having to pay for
Pick-a-Prof”

Currently, UTLife.com can accommo-
date a few thousand students with the use
of shared hosting. If the site ever needed
to accommodate tens of thousands, it
would take only two or three days to up-
grade the site.

POLICE REPORT

Subject twists ankle while teaching aerobics

This is a part of the daily activity log
produced by the university’s Police
Department. To report a criminal
incident on campus, call 817-272-3381.

Campus police aided an in-
jured person Tuesday evening
in the Activities Building. Re-
ports state the subject told
police she twisted her ankle
while teaching an aerobics
class and did not need med-
ical attention.

Campus police investigated
a minor accident Tuesday
evening in lot 36 on South
Cooper Street. Officers re-
ported minor damage to the
vehicle.

Campus police issued a
criminal trespass warning
Tuesday evening at the 7-
Eleven store on South Center
Street. Reports state the sub-

ject tried to steal items from
the store.

GCampus police responded
to a disturbance call early
Wednesday morning at Cen-

tennial Court apartments. Re-

ports state the officer found
numerous beer cans in an

apartment and requested dis-

ciplinary referrals be issued
to all persons under 21 years

old in the apartment and to
the residents of the apart-
ment.

A campus police officer in-
vestigated a small fire early
Wednesday morning in the Ar-
chitecture Building. Reports
state the officer investigated
a possible electrical shortina
light fixture.

TODAY
Global Grounds: 3-5 p.m., UC Palo Duro
Lounge. Join students, faculty and staff
from around the globe for tea, coffee,
cider, assorted snacks and world-beat
music. For information, call 817-272-2355

German Film Series: 5-7 p.m., 200 Trimble
Hall. This week’s movie is Wannsee Con -
ference, a film that re-enacts the fateful
January 1942 meeting of the Nazi party
and top German officials that set in mo-
tion “The Final Solution,” the destruction
of European Jewry. German with English
subtitles.

Band Awards Concert: 7:30 p.m., Texas
Hall. Free to the public. For information,
call 817-272-3471.

FRIDAY

APO Student-run Production of Death 0f
Zukasky: 8 p.m., UC Rosebud Theatre.
The comedy is $5. For information, con-
tact eweblo@uta.edu.

CAMPUS BRIEFS

Leaders meet to decide
legislation status today

Representatives from the city, university
and UT System will meet today to discuss
the status legislation that could pull UTA
from the system. The meeting is scheduled
for 1:30 p.m. at the Chamber of Commerce.

This is the second in an anticipated short
series of meetings and is the first that will in-
clude faculty participation.

Faculty Senate chair Thomas
Chrzanowski and engineering dean Bill Car-
roll will be two of four faculty at the meeting,
said Michael Warden, the system’s public af-
fairs executive director.

The meeting is the result of an April 9
discussion between Arlington and system
leaders in Austin. There, they agreed seek
reach a compromise and suspended action
on the legislation until a conclusion is
reached.

Arlington leaders believed Chancellor
Mark Yudof does not respect the universi-
ty’s role in the system.

Warden said there will be at least one
more meeting, even if an agreement is
reached.

— Amber Tafoya

Advisory council to collect
fans, funds to help elderly

The Staff Advisory Council will collect
box fans during its annual Fanfare event
Thursday and Friday to distribute to the eld-
erly in Tarrant County.

Members will collect fans and monetary
donations from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. and from
noon to 1:30 p.m. in the parking lot on the
north side of the Activities Building.

Last year, the council collected 43 fans
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and $665 for the elderly in Tarrant County.

Proceeds will go toward purchasing air
conditioning units. The effort is in conjunc-
tion with Meals on Wheels, which purchases
and distributes the fans. For information,
call 817-272-3758.

— Caren M. Penland

CORRECTION

Wednesday’s editorial “Earth Sense” should
have said that Earth Day was Tuesday.
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CD REVIEW

— Courtesy photo

ANTENNA

Artist: Cave In
Label: RCA
Ranking:

on a 1-b scale

goon

Cave In radio friendly
without selling out

Boston’s Cave In can add two
more items to the list of things
they do that piss people off.

The members of the band al-
tered their sound, abandoning
their metal core roots and
dropped their indie label status in
favor of the bigwigs at RCA. At
first wind of these changes, most
would be quick to yell “sellout,”
but the fact is the only thing the
band is selling out of is merchan-
dise and concert seats. On its
major label debut, Antenna, the
band attempts to reach a wider,
more commercial audience.

This album is definitely more
radio friendly. Instead of scream-
ing their lungs out, they whine
their way through your ear canal
and make a rest stop for your
heart. With swirling spacey gui-
tars that twist and churn over
driving bass, pounding drums and
vocal chords that can shatter a
window and fix it in one breath,
the boys have created an excel-
lent tornado of sound.

The lyrics are smart and witty,
the melodies are catchy but not
sickening, and the variety is just
right. This is truly an amazing ef-
fort and far surpasses what
they’ve done before.

— Gjared Robinson

— Courtesy photo

DAY | FORGOT

Artist: Pete Yorn
Label: Columbia
Ranking:

on a 1-b scale

g

Pete Yorn album
great for a good cry

If Pete Yorn didn’t sing such
depressing songs, he wouldn’t be
as interesting. But his sad, low
voice and acoustic guitar come
together to form a great series of
songs that expose his sinister
self. He’s either got low self-es-
teem or a good manager who
knows the market for this kind of
music.

At any rate, Yorn has his niche.

With songs such as “All at
Once,” Yorn explores age issues
with lyrics such as “They’re all
liars in the back room/watch
them all go down/they can tell you
what you want to hear/but they
will never stick around ... And
when the darkness comes I'll like
and wait/still playing lost and
found.”

The songs range from topics
about youth to love to the life
cycle, but Yorn’s lyrical style defi-
nitely changes with every song. In
“Burrito,” Yorn says he’ll share a
burrito from 7-Eleven with some-
one he loves, where in “Long Way
Down,” he questions why he
should compete for attention
when “l don’t want you.”

Overall, Yorn manages to do a
good job reflecting the angst that
even we adults tend to grapple
with. His smooth style and slightly
rough voice mesh well and defi-
nitely add to the low undertones
of the album.

Everyone should have an
album to cry to. This is it.

— Beth Francesco

SCENE

THE SHORTHORN

REMEMBER

The Band Awards concert is
tonight at 7:30 in Texas Hall.
For more information, call 817-272-3411
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The Shorthorn: Brandon Wade

Undeclared freshman Jaymar Searls, or J-Rooga, has been rapping since ’98, has performed at the EX.C.E.L. Campus Activities talent show and is
currently pursuing a record deal. Searls said he prefers to be able to rap about things that anyone could relate to, not necessarily just one thing.

A“Up

BY BRITNEY TABOR
The Shorthorn staff

J-Rooga says that around his way, when rappers
like the late Notorious B.1.G. and Jay-Z came up out
of the ’hood, everyone wanted to follow in their
footsteps and be a rapper.

The Brooklyn native and undeclared freshman

whose real name is Jaymar Searls said rapping has
been something important to him since 1998. He
said New York, the heart of East Coast hip-hop
music, is full of dance hall scenes and amateur rap-
pers freestyling in the streets, luring a large audi-
ence. Attracting crowds is what made him want to
pursue a rap career, Searls said.
“I've been prepared, and I've been waiting on the
opportunity to show my talent,” he said. “I've been
passing my demos out to various people, just to see
if they like me. As long as people are entertained by
what I'm saying, 'm motivated to continue rapping
and writing.”

Searls began working on his first solo demo in a
Trinity House studio owned by Brent Barge, a pro-
ducer and mechanical engineering sophomore. He
recorded eight tracks that deal with his hometown,
Brooklyn; his clique, which he calls Centennial’s
Finest; and past relationships. Searls said he hopes
he can follow in the footsteps of other New York
rappers and make a name for himself as a platinum
rapper.

“If my demo gets played to the right people, I
hope I can have nice things someday, but if not,
then I hope to be one of the best rap artists in Texas
someday,” Searls said.

Rapped

A UTA student follows
his dream and brings
his own style to hip-hop

Searls said he began writing music in 2000 after
rappers in Brooklyn told him he had what it took to
make it. He said the same rappers who encouraged
him went on to work for Russell Simmons’ Def Jam
Records and to premiere on BET’s “106 & Park.”

Searls first appearance was at EX.C.E.L. Campus
Activities’ UTA Star Search. Since then, he has tried
to get his name out by distributing his demo to keep
his name on the streets. Searls said he was recently
approached by a Def Jam promoter, who allowed
him to play Def Jam’s new “Vendetta” video game.
Afterward, she taped him doing a freestyle piece
about the game and then sent the tape to Def Jam’s
recording company to be considered for a future
project.

“Growing up, I watched music videos and
thought it was cool because artists had the audience
with all eyes on them, and that was something
amazing to me,” he said. “Star Search was my first
time having something like a concert feeling, but I
wasn’t nervous. I was anxious, and I just got up
there and did what I had to do”

Business freshman Ryan Bolden, a promoter for
Playa Productions, said Searls was one of the first
people he met when he came to the university. He
said he was overwhelmed the first time he heard
Searls’ rapping skills.

“In the South, you don’t hear someone with that
type of style or content,” Bolden said. “His vocabu-
lary is just out of the water, and to look at him, you
wouldn’t think he would be a rapper”

Bolden said he and other members of Playa Pro-
ductions have held rap battles in Centennial Court
apartments since the beginning of the spring se-

The Shorthorn: Brandon Wade

J-ROOGA INFO

To check out J-Rooga’s rap skills, catch him at 10 p.m.
this Friday night at Club Legacy on Division Street. For
information, call Ryan Bolden at 817-642-1152.

mester. He said amateur rappers freestyle to instru-
mental beats and, at the end of the battles, Searls is
one of the last men standing.

“He’s one of the best on campus, and when it
comes to freestyle contests, there’s no competition,”
Bolden said. “He’s just elevated. And because he’s
from New York, he brings a different style of music
to the competition.”

Undeclared freshman Sam Craven, who works
on beats and lyrics with Searls, said J-Rooga is not
the type of rapper who is demanding when it comes
to working on tracks. He said Searls is a down-to-
earth person who has a good chance of having a suc-
cessful career in the field.

“He has a New York style, but he tries to fuse it
with Down South traits to form a style of his own,”
Craven said. “T have not seen a rapper yet do some-
thing like that.”

BRITNEY TABOR
features-editor.shorthorn@uta.edu

YOUR
WEEKEND

What'’s going on Friday through Sunday

MOVIES Release Date: Friday
Identity Rating: R
Starring: John Cusack, Confidence

Jake Busey, Rebecca De-
Mornay, Clea DuVall, Ray
Liotta

Starring: Edward Burns,
Andy Garcia, Paul Gia-
matti, Dustin Hoffman

When 10 complete
strangers find them-
selves stranded at a re-
mote motel in the desert
during a storm, they
soon find their numbers
growing thinner as they
start being killed.

— Courtesy photo

John CGusack
stars in [dentity.

Rating: R

It Runs in The Family
Starring: Kirk Douglas,
Michael Douglas, Rory
Culkin, Cameron Dou-
glas, Bernadette Peters

Edward Burns and
Rachel Weisz star in this
con-man drama about
paying off a debt to a
quirky, woman-obsessed
crime lord (Hoffman) by

pulling off an elaborate Kirk Douglas, Michael

scam for him. Douglas and other mem-
Release Date: Friday bers of their family star
Rating: R in this drama about three

generations of a New
The Real Cancun York family learning how
Directed by: Rick DeO- to deal with their individ-
liveira ual problems.
Produced by: Mary-Ellis Release Date: Friday

Clem Hoot
plays lead gui-
tar for the Fla-
metrick Subs.
The band per-
forms tonight
as Trees.

— Courtesy photo

Bunim, Jonathan Murray,  Rating: PG-13

Rick DeOliveira, Jamie

Schutz LIVE MUSIC
Umphrey’s McGee and

The producers of MTV’s
“The Real World” sent 16
young people to Cancun,
Mexico, for Spring Break
in March, and this is the
true story of the wild, al-
cohol-fueled partying and
sexy hijinks, shenanigans
and couplings that result-
ed.

Release Date: Friday

John Price perform
tonight at Trees at 2709
Elm St. in Dallas. Cover
charge is $12 on the day
of show. Service charges
may apply. Doors open at
8 p.m. Tickets available
at Trees and Star Tick-
ets.

Flametrick Subs perform
tonight at the Galaxy
Club at 2820 Main St. in
Dallas. Doors open at 8
p.m. For information, call
214-TGALAXY.

ART

The exhibition “Cuban
Photography-Revolution-
ary and Contemporary,”
featuring photographs by

10 Cuban artists contin-
ues through May 17 at
the Pan American Art
Gallery.

Pan American Art
Gallery is located in the
Turtle Creek neighbor-
hood of Dallas at 3303
Lee Parkway, Suite 101.
For information, call 214-
522-3303 or visit
www.panamericanart.co
m.
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ANTENNA

Artist: Cave In
Label: RCA
Ranking:

on a 1-b scale

goon

Cave In radio friendly
without selling out

Boston’s Cave In can add two
more items to the list of things
they do that piss people off.

The members of the band al-
tered their sound, abandoning
their metal core roots and
dropped their indie label status in
favor of the bigwigs at RCA. At
first wind of these changes, most
would be quick to yell “sellout,”
but the fact is the only thing the
band is selling out of is merchan-
dise and concert seats. On its
major label debut, Antenna, the
band attempts to reach a wider,
more commercial audience.

This album is definitely more
radio friendly. Instead of scream-
ing their lungs out, they whine
their way through your ear canal
and make a rest stop for your
heart. With swirling spacey gui-
tars that twist and churn over
driving bass, pounding drums and
vocal chords that can shatter a
window and fix it in one breath,
the boys have created an excel-
lent tornado of sound.

The lyrics are smart and witty,
the melodies are catchy but not
sickening, and the variety is just
right. This is truly an amazing ef-
fort and far surpasses what
they’ve done before.

— Gjared Robinson

— Courtesy photo

DAY | FORGOT

Artist: Pete Yorn
Label: Columbia
Ranking:

on a 1-b scale

g

Pete Yorn album
great for a good cry

If Pete Yorn didn’t sing such
depressing songs, he wouldn’t be
as interesting. But his sad, low
voice and acoustic guitar come
together to form a great series of
songs that expose his sinister
self. He’s either got low self-es-
teem or a good manager who
knows the market for this kind of
music.

At any rate, Yorn has his niche.

With songs such as “All at
Once,” Yorn explores age issues
with lyrics such as “They’re all
liars in the back room/watch
them all go down/they can tell you
what you want to hear/but they
will never stick around ... And
when the darkness comes I'll like
and wait/still playing lost and
found.”

The songs range from topics
about youth to love to the life
cycle, but Yorn’s lyrical style defi-
nitely changes with every song. In
“Burrito,” Yorn says he’ll share a
burrito from 7-Eleven with some-
one he loves, where in “Long Way
Down,” he questions why he
should compete for attention
when “l don’t want you.”

Overall, Yorn manages to do a
good job reflecting the angst that
even we adults tend to grapple
with. His smooth style and slightly
rough voice mesh well and defi-
nitely add to the low undertones
of the album.

Everyone should have an
album to cry to. This is it.

— Beth Francesco
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The Band Awards concert is
tonight at 7:30 in Texas Hall.
For more information, call 817-272-3411
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Undeclared freshman Jaymar Searls, or J-Rooga, has been rapping since ’98, has performed at the EX.C.E.L. Campus Activities talent show and is
currently pursuing a record deal. Searls said he prefers to be able to rap about things that anyone could relate to, not necessarily just one thing.

A“Up

BY BRITNEY TABOR
The Shorthorn staff

J-Rooga says that around his way, when rappers
like the late Notorious B.1.G. and Jay-Z came up out
of the ’hood, everyone wanted to follow in their
footsteps and be a rapper.

The Brooklyn native and undeclared freshman

whose real name is Jaymar Searls said rapping has
been something important to him since 1998. He
said New York, the heart of East Coast hip-hop
music, is full of dance hall scenes and amateur rap-
pers freestyling in the streets, luring a large audi-
ence. Attracting crowds is what made him want to
pursue a rap career, Searls said.
“I've been prepared, and I've been waiting on the
opportunity to show my talent,” he said. “I've been
passing my demos out to various people, just to see
if they like me. As long as people are entertained by
what I'm saying, 'm motivated to continue rapping
and writing.”

Searls began working on his first solo demo in a
Trinity House studio owned by Brent Barge, a pro-
ducer and mechanical engineering sophomore. He
recorded eight tracks that deal with his hometown,
Brooklyn; his clique, which he calls Centennial’s
Finest; and past relationships. Searls said he hopes
he can follow in the footsteps of other New York
rappers and make a name for himself as a platinum
rapper.

“If my demo gets played to the right people, I
hope I can have nice things someday, but if not,
then I hope to be one of the best rap artists in Texas
someday,” Searls said.

Rapped

A UTA student follows
his dream and brings
his own style to hip-hop

Searls said he began writing music in 2000 after
rappers in Brooklyn told him he had what it took to
make it. He said the same rappers who encouraged
him went on to work for Russell Simmons’ Def Jam
Records and to premiere on BET’s “106 & Park.”

Searls first appearance was at EX.C.E.L. Campus
Activities’ UTA Star Search. Since then, he has tried
to get his name out by distributing his demo to keep
his name on the streets. Searls said he was recently
approached by a Def Jam promoter, who allowed
him to play Def Jam’s new “Vendetta” video game.
Afterward, she taped him doing a freestyle piece
about the game and then sent the tape to Def Jam’s
recording company to be considered for a future
project.

“Growing up, I watched music videos and
thought it was cool because artists had the audience
with all eyes on them, and that was something
amazing to me,” he said. “Star Search was my first
time having something like a concert feeling, but I
wasn’t nervous. I was anxious, and I just got up
there and did what I had to do”

Business freshman Ryan Bolden, a promoter for
Playa Productions, said Searls was one of the first
people he met when he came to the university. He
said he was overwhelmed the first time he heard
Searls’ rapping skills.

“In the South, you don’t hear someone with that
type of style or content,” Bolden said. “His vocabu-
lary is just out of the water, and to look at him, you
wouldn’t think he would be a rapper”

Bolden said he and other members of Playa Pro-
ductions have held rap battles in Centennial Court
apartments since the beginning of the spring se-

The Shorthorn: Brandon Wade

J-ROOGA INFO

To check out J-Rooga’s rap skills, catch him at 10 p.m.
this Friday night at Club Legacy on Division Street. For
information, call Ryan Bolden at 817-642-1152.

mester. He said amateur rappers freestyle to instru-
mental beats and, at the end of the battles, Searls is
one of the last men standing.

“He’s one of the best on campus, and when it
comes to freestyle contests, there’s no competition,”
Bolden said. “He’s just elevated. And because he’s
from New York, he brings a different style of music
to the competition.”

Undeclared freshman Sam Craven, who works
on beats and lyrics with Searls, said J-Rooga is not
the type of rapper who is demanding when it comes
to working on tracks. He said Searls is a down-to-
earth person who has a good chance of having a suc-
cessful career in the field.

“He has a New York style, but he tries to fuse it
with Down South traits to form a style of his own,”
Craven said. “T have not seen a rapper yet do some-
thing like that.”

BRITNEY TABOR
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GREEK LIFE

Delta Zeta sponsors annual charity eent

The Delta Zeta sorority
will hold the 4th annual
Man Show charity eent.

hope for an even largr
turnout for the fourth annual

charity event. The show,
which will benefit the speech
and hearing impaired, will

begin at 7:30 p.m. Riday in

the Activities Building Lones

tar Auditorium.

Lag year, Shane Burke  [aura Harrison, Delta Zeta®
danced in a purple leotard to philanthropy chair, said she -
Nelly FurtadoOs OlOm Like a B,ird,@acts more than 150 people to
to win the title of OMr. All-ThatO attend the event in which fra-
in the Delta Zeta Man Show. ternity members participate in

Sororiy members say they a varigty of competitions to be

BY CHRIS PIPER
The Shorthorn news edit

OMos of the guys gnerally
sing a song and act wipidO
said Harrison, an interdisci-
plinary studies senior. Offe
winner will receive a trophy
and a sash. Other than thg,
theyf@ just recognized by the
sorority members. If we see

OtOs kind of like a Mss
America pageant, but with
guys,O Harrison said.

The 15 or 20 faternity con-
testants will compete in consec
utive casual wear, pajama wear
talent, formal wear and inter-
view competitions. Judges will

them on campus, weOll saybegin to eliminate competitors

somehing to them.O

For the first time, the former
winner will return to crown the
new OM. All-That.O Burke, who
graduaed last year, was un-

after the pajama contest, even
tually narrowing the field to
one, said Delta £&ta member
Lindsey Jones, an educton
sophomore.

exped antics this year and

crowned OM. All-That.O available for comment. Tickets are available at the

door for $5, and rafle tickets
are also on sale for $1. Prizes
include restaurant gift certifi-
caes, g-cat and miniature
golf passes and tickets to
HyenaOs Comedy Club.

Harrison said the sorority
raised $4,100 last year and
hopes to top $5,000 this year
through tickets and raffle
sales and the $25 contemnt
entry fee.

Onh years past, weOve donat-

ed to the Delta Zeta Bunda
tion, which benefits Galludet

Universit, a school catering to
hearing- and speech-impaired
studentsQ she said. OThe col-
lee has a dance recital room
named after [the sorority],
honoring Delta Zeta® contri-
butions over the years.O

This year, Harrison said, the
sorority will ask for a portion of
the money back from the foun
dation to give to a local Red
Cross chapter

CHRIS PIPER
news-editor.shorthorn@uta.edu

Homer

continued from page 1

wedher resulted in less interest
this year.
The Odysseyis the gory of

the suitors.

People outside the university
are also involved in the projet
including Brandi Ball, a Whitney
High School sophomore who de-
signed this yearOs-3hirts. She
said she has seeral reasons for
enjoying the gory, especially Sg-

OdysseusO journey back to his na-la and Charybdis.

tive island of Ithaca from the ru-
ined city of Troy at the end of the
Trojan War. Along the way, he en-
counters a \ariety of mythical
credures and landmarks, includ-
ing the singing Sirens, a deadly
whirlpool called Charybdis and
the monster Scylla, who ets
some of his men.

Eventually Odysseus rurns
to find severml suitors who
thought he was dead and were
trying to convince his wife, Rne
lope, to marry them. After dis-
guising himself as a begar he
wins an archery contest, reeals
himself and subsequently kills all

O10s got suspense, t00,0 she
said.

Ball was involved in last yearOs
event as well and decided to come
back because she enjoys the
speakrs, who often crack joles

about the gory. ]
O'herei)s a |0t Of intactionO The Shorthorn: Casey Horn
she said. Spanish freshman Matt Goolgft, reads from Home©&he Odysseyps

Cleveland said the Greeks 1998 alumna Laura @fland holds an umbrellaver his head to keep
were clever writers and basically him from getting wet Wednesdaytafnoon outside Woolf Hall. The clag
channeled their wisdom into clas-  sics club was reading the epic as part of the annual Haatrem.
sic texts, including The Odyssey.

OThere are a lot of good words cause it is the only classic of its mally takes three days to read.

Honors

continued from page 1

here in 1995.

Dr. McMahon earned his
doctorate at Syaause Univer-
sity in 1972. According to his
Web site, his research interes
focus on the ptysiological
ecolog and population bioen-
ergetics of frestwater and ma-
rine invertebates. He also
seves on the Gaduae Re-
cruiting Advisory Board.

Dr. Farrar-Myers earned
her docorate at the Universiy
at Albany in 1997. She was a
national finalig for a White
House fellowship in 2002,
was selected as a Congression-
al Fellow in 1997 and worled

in the House of Representa-
tives from 1997 to 1998.

The Honors College is
unique because it does not
have its own gaff. That means
the dean spends less time
meeting with department
chairs and more time advising
students, De said.

Otvnors College deans are
always available, and the
doors are always openO he
said.

The college provides a liv-
ing-learning community for
students who want to be chal-
lenged, De said.

Ot is the heart of the aca-
demic community and exet
lence® De added.

AMBER QA
news-editor.shorthorn@uta.edu

to live byO she said. type that can be read in one
The Odyssey has always day. develand said HomerOs
been the selection of choice be other classic, The lliad, nor-

JESSAGMITH
news-editor.shorthorn@uta.edu
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